Minutes of the General Meeting of the ECEIM held at Naas, Ireland 
3rd February 2007

1. Present

Marianne Sloet, Derek Knottenbelt, Des Leadon, Celia Marr, Rene Van den Hoven, Caroline Hahn, Shaun McKane, Esco Aguilera-Tejero, Jose Carlos, Estepa Nieto, Han van der Kolk, Gerald Schusser, Gila Sutton, Luis Monreal, Conny Herholz, Wolfgang Scheidermann, Tamarinde Laan, Helen Amory, Vincent Gerber, Jaroslav Hanak, Karsten Feige, Bernhard Ohnesorge, Heidrum Gehlen, Kerstin Fey, Tim Brazil, Lesley Young, Meret Wehrli Eser, Youssel Tamzali, Gunther van Loon
2. Apologies

Andy Durham, Marco Herman, Mark Hillyer, Bruce McGorum, Tim Mair, Hanspeter Meier, Marie-Therese Picavet, Scott Pirie, John Pringle, Josh Slater, I. Wijnberg
3. Change of timing of the ECEIM General Meeting 

Marianne Sloet reminded Diplomates that it had been agreed at the last General Meeting to move the Annual Meeting of the College from September, during the Annual BEVA Congress, to January/February to coincide with the ECEIM Residents’ Meeting or Congress. The next Residents’ meeting will be held at Liege in 2008 and the next Congress will be held in Barcelona in 2009. 
4. Constitutional changes

Marianne Sloet reported that the changes to the ECEIM Constitutional proposed in November 2006 had been approved by a majority electronic vote of the Diplomates. 

4.1 Electronic voting. Article 7 of the Constitution sets out the procedure for the proposal and approval of changes to the Constitution and specifies that changes can only be made annually by a vote in person of ECEIM Diplomates at the General Meeting. This mechanism is not sufficiently responsive or rapid to meet the needs of the College and Marianne Sloet explained that the ECEIM Board had recommended amending the constitution to allow electronic voting and to replace the current version of Article 7 which states:
‘Proposed amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted to the President for study prior to the 31st of December. Any proposed amendment shall be distributed to the membership with a recommendation by the Officers, at least 30 days prior to the annual meeting and shall be brought to a vote of the Diplomates  at the next annual meeting. An affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the Diplomates voting shall be required for adoption.’
with this amended version:

Article 7:

‘Proposed amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted to the President for study one month prior to distribution to the membership. Any proposed amendment shall be distributed electronically to the membership with a recommendation by the Officers, at least 30 days prior to being brought to a vote by the Diplomates either electronically or at the annual meeting of the College. An affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the Diplomates voting shall be required for adoption’.

This amendment to Article 7 was proposed by MS and approved unanimously by a vote of the Diplomates present. The meeting agreed to circulate this amendment to all Diplomates for approval by electronic voting.
Action: Secretary

4.2 Closure of the de facto application procedure
MS explained to the meeting that the ECEIM Board had discussed an issue raised by a letter from EBVS in relation to closure of the de facto application process and the appeal of an applicant who had been denied de facto status because of time spent working on a clinical PhD. The EBVS letter pointed out that Article 4 of the ECEIM Constitution specifies that closure of de facto applications would occur three years after legal registration of the College and that this legal registration had not yet happened. However, the ECEIM Board agreed that this article of the constitution had always been interpreted as meaning three years from official recognition of the college by EBVS and that the closing date was therefore June 1st 2005 as stated in Article 4. All decisions of the Board in relation to the de facto process had been made with this interpretation in mind throughout the process. The Board had discussed this issue at length and had recommended that Article 4 of the Constitution should be amended to state ‘within three years of official recognition by EBVS’ rather than ‘within three years of legal registration of the College’. This amendment to Article 4 relating to the closure of the de facto process was proposed by MS and approved unanimously by a vote of the Diplomates present. The meeting agreed to circulate this amendment to Arcticle 4 to all Diplomates for approval by electronic voting.

Action: Secretary

MS then explained that herself and the Secretary were seeking legal assistance with the registration of the Constitution either in the Netherlands or in the UK and that it would be the amended version of the Constitution (taking into account the proposed amendments to Articles 4 and 7 outlined above) that would be the registered version of the Constitution. MS further explained that EBVS expected the ECEIM to have completed the legal registration by 01.04.07. There was unanimous agreement among the Diplomates present at the meeting that this course of action should be followed. The Secretary would write to EBVS and explain that this process was in hand and that it would be completed as soon as possible. The Secretary would also write to the EBVS to reassure EBVS that other de facto candidates who had been denied de facto status because of time spent undertaking a clinical PhD would be contacted and their cases reviewed, taking into account their credentials up to, but not after, 01.06.05. 
Action: Secretary

In response to questions from the floor: the letter to ECEIM from EBVS about the successful de facto appeal would not be circulated as it contained personal information relating to the applicant; there are a small number of people who may find themselves in a similar position to this applicant and once the Constitution has been registered all candidates in that position will be invited to re-apply by virtue of their CV and credentials up till 01.06.05. 

 

5. Secretary’s report

The Secretary had tabled information about the ECEIM membership statistics at as January 2007. The total number of Diplomates was 62, consisting of 10 Invited, 44 de facto, 4 Associate and 4 by Examination.50 Diplomates were employed in academia, 1 in industry, 1 in government service and 10 in private practice. 
6.Treasurer's report

The Treasurer presented a report which showed that the finances of the College were healthy.
7. Education committee report

Derek Knottenbelt explained that the forms and rules relating to Residency training have been reviewed and are now much clearer than previously. Copies of all forms are available on the ECEIM website. DK also explained that the ECEIM Board had agreed to postpone collection of the institutional registration fee for the time being (at present only one institution had paid this fee) but that this would be kept under review and would be introduced if the financial position of the college changed. 
8. Credentials committee

The chair of the Credentials Committee made an extensive presentation about the Committee’s rules and regulations and emphasised the new regulations introduced by the Committee following the approval of these regulations by electronic vote of the Diplomates in November 2007. A copy of this presentation will be posted on the ECEIM website for reference and all Diplomates and residents are encouraged to use these documents as their sources of information in relation to Credential Committee business and areas of responsibility. 
 

9. Examination committee

A report about the 2007 examinations was tabled by the chair of the Education Committee who had given his apologies having been involved with the examinations for the previous week. There had been 23 candidates for the General Examination, 23 for Certifying Examination1 (MCQ), 22 for Certifying Examination 2 (Essay) and 24 for Certifying Examination3 (OCM). BMcG will circulate anonymised results (i.e. statistics without candidate names) to the Board for approval following which all candidates will be notified of their results before March 1 2007.
Action: BMcG and JS

10. 2008 and 2009 ECEIM Meetings

The next Resident Meeting will be held in Liège in January 2008. The next Congress and Examination will be in Barcelona in January 2009, Lluis Monreal is the chairman of the 2009 Congress Committee. One member of this committee (Charlotte Sandersen) has been appointed a third member will be elected in due course. In discussion about the timing of these meetings, MS explained that January is a good time for the examination as residents can study better in the quieter clinic months of November, December and January whilst February is a popular holiday month and clinics become busy again from March onwards. 
Josh Slater, Secretary
February 2007
